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came a convert to Buddhism, through the instrumentality
of his own nephew, the Rahan Nigrauda. A few parti-
culars respecting this celebrated religions may not be
unacceptable to the reader.

After Thomnana's death, his wife Thoumana-dewi was
near the moment of her confinement. Under disguise, she
contrived to baffle the snares of her husband's enemies
and elude their pursuit. She went to the neighbour-
hood of the village of Dountsanka, a little distant from
Pataliputra in an eastern direction, and rested under a
banyan tree. A small shed was provided for her, and
the head man of the village, who looked upon her as his
daughter, supplied her with food. She was delivered of
a son, whom she named Nigrauda. When he was about
seven years old lie was confided to the care of the vene-
rable Varuna, who instructed him in his monastery, and
taught him the Kamataii. He became a religious, and
was made a patzin. The monastery of the venerable
Varuna was not very distant from the southern gate of
the city.

On a certain day the young religious Nigrauda rose up
at an early hour, and having paid his respects to his great
instructor, put on his cloak, and, taking under his arm the
mendicant's pot, left his monastery, entered the city by
the southern gate, and shaped his course towards the east-
ern one, with the intention of going to visit his mother.
At that very moment King Athoka was standing over the
lion's gate of his palace enjoying the cool of the morning
breeze. He saw the young religious passing with a grave
and steady step. All was graceful and dignified in his
deportment. A placid joy, a serene modesty, and a majes-
tic appearance beautified his countenance to such an
extent that, at the first look, the king felt an irresistible
affection for the young Samane. Without a moment's
delay he despatched an officer to call him. With a kind
and affectionate tone the king invited him to ascend the
steps of his palace, and insisted on serving him with his